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Part 1 The life, calling and ministry of Jonah the prophet!

Today | would like to introduce the first of two different occasions where | will go through the book of
Jonah. | realize that the book of Jonah might have a rumor around it that it is not a trustworthy account
because of the “fish-issue”. Many people are trying to liken the story to a Robinson Crusoe kind of story,
or others to a fairytale. However, we have to realize that the book has a tremendous message and is an
account of importance when considering God’s way of dealing with humankind.

Personally, | believe too much emphasis has been placed upon the “fish”. The fish is not to play a main
part in this story. It is to be compared to a prop in a theatre play.

Let us look at some background:

- It can be established that Jonah was an historical person, not a character from mythology. He
lived the 8t century before Christ. He is mentioned in 2 Kings 14: 25 as a prophet from Gath
Hepher. (Which ironically is located in Galilee, so when the Pharisees said that no prophet comes
from Galilee, they were wrong!)

- We have an historical record of Jonah in the Old Testament, and we also have one in the New
Testament given by the greatest authority who has ever lived on this earth, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He personally gave authenticity to the historical character of Jonah and to his experience in the
fish.

- Wereadin Luke 11:30, “For as Jonah was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man
be to this generation.”

- Thenin Matthew 12:39-41 The moment you question the historical record of the Book of Jonah,
you question the credibility of the Lord Jesus Christ.

How are we to see the account of the Jonah?

It is important to see the account of the Jonah in the light of the sovereign God who is almighty to do
whatever He wants to do. The problem is that we have tried to put God and His dealings in a box, and
we draw the conclusion that everything that cannot be explained by our tremendous, unlimited wisdom
and knowledge, cannot be true!

When reading Jonah we find:
- First that God sent a heavy wind or storm (with other words God called a heavy wind into
existence to fulfill His purposes).
- Secondly it says that the Lord “provided” or “prepared” a great fish to swallow Jonah. It didn’t
say a “whale” as many people think. The Greek word for whale is ketos, meaning “a great sea
monster.”

Conclusion: There is a miraculous dimension to the Jonah story. Miracles mentioned here like when a
storm was initiated, or a fish was prepared were in essence not greater than bringing someone back to
life or multiplying food for 5000 people. A miracle is a miracle, there is no greater or a smaller miracle;
that which by the laws of nature cannot be done requires supernatural intervention!
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The lesson of the story:

Vs 1 “The word of the Lord came to Jonah”. This is a common Biblical way of saying that God
communicated his message to the prophet. How? We do not know, it might have been through dreams,
visions, and impressions in his mind.

Vs 2 The message to go to Nineveh was a hard task. No prophet before had been send to the streets of
another nation to preach judgment against it. Nineveh was quite a distance away: 1200 km by land. It
was a very large city as well. Here an individual was to preach judgment!

As for a Jew going there, there were many barriers:

- Theologically Jews did not want to have anything to do with the Gentiles.

- The city was wicked, and they were enemies of Israel. It was like asking a mouse to go and
preach to the cats, or a Jewish Rabbi to go to Berlin to during the Second World War and cry out
against the wickedness of the system there: It was a hard job!

- There is another dimension: He was to preach against it. It suggests that we are to present God
as a judge who has been sinned against. We preach to people not only because we have good
news that God loves them — (this is to be our primary focus), but also that people’s sin have
come against God! And that they are lost and headed for judgment!

Vs 3 Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed toward Tarshish (Tartessus), a town in Spain. Nineveh
was on the Eastern edge of the world they knew about, Tarshish was on the Western edge. Why run
away? Why not stay in the comfort of his home in Palestine? You can disobey God and still stay at home,
can’t you?

Tarshish was the last place in the world where one could expect a revelation form God. The people
there did not know God. Being disobedient to God is very uncomfortable and is even more difficult
when you meet God’s people. Jonah did not want to be reminded of God. That’s true even today.
People who are disobedient often avoid close contact with other Christians who can be a threat. They
miss church, they don’t want to get involved in cell groups; they give many reasons, but in essence they
try to avoid the discomfort of being with Christians.

Vs 4 While running away from God’s peaceful presence which one gets when following Him, Jonah
was now faced with God’s powerful presence!

Vs 5 All the sailors were afraid and were praying to their gods and they even threw out their cargo to
lighten the ship! We find here that Jonah is under deck and is in a deep sleep! While the non-believers
desperately seek for a solution and want to do anything possible to save all... Jonah is fast asleep! They
look for a solution in the wrong place, but the one who knows the solution is asleep! What can this
show to us? While the world is a rat race desperately looking for an answer to life’s questions and
issues... The church is in its slumber of disobedience!

Vs 6 “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god!” This can be very humiliating; Jonah is not being
persecuted for his failure. Not ridiculed for his believes. But he is being corrected by a non-believer for
being at the wrong place, at the wrong time, doing the wrong thing!

Vs 7-15 The sailors cast lots and it showed that Jonah was the responsible person. They questioned him.
From what people are you? Jonah answered (vs. 9) “Yahweh, and the God of heaven”. Not just a local
deity. But the God of Heaven; the sovereign God who has all power and authority! The Creator!
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Vs 10 It terrified them to know this. The sailors were afraid of the storm, but terrified by the fact that
they were up on something different here: the God almighty the Creator of heaven and earth! No
matter where we run, no matter what we do, the way of disobedience cost too much! When the Lord
Himself will encounter us, we will realize the futility of our ways! “The world and its desires pass away,
but the one who does the will of God lives forever” 1 John 2:17

Jonah faces up to his sin.

As the storm grew and the waves shook the boat and everyone on it... the sailors asked in despair:
“What should we do?” (vs 11) Pick me up and throw me into the sea, Jonah replied, and it will become
calm. Jonah admits his sin, He is willing to die so that others on the ship will be saved! He has run away
from God, he has nowhere to go and now he surrenders: “Lord, take me!”

Do you remember that Jesus compared Himself to Jonah. Jesus gave Himself so that you and | and every
single individual on this earth should live. Jonah gave himself so that the sailors might live. However,
they have too much respect for human life so just throw him overboard; they try to row to land. The sea
grew even wilder... God was not going to give any short-cut, instant process of godly redemption.
Jonah’s repentance had to be fully faced. He had to face up to his sin to receive full restoration from
God! Some people have a problem with forgiveness: they say it’s just too easy! Well people, God’s
forgiveness demands true repentance, deep soul searching. God takes sin very serious.

The central theme in this passage is:
- Godis holy.
- We cannot run away.
- All excuses are too weak to find a hearing with God.
- But God listens to the humble of heart to ones with broken hearts. Come back to Him.
- Don’t wait for God to do something drastic like sending you to the bottom of the sea!
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